COST TU 603

Presentation in Dublin 






25th Febuary 2008

Nick Vaughan  
Quality Bus Corridors, the trends in UK

with a focus in Manchester
The Key messages

(abstract of the presentation)

[image: image1.png]



· In the UK a hierarchy of BHLS can be considered with each level representing a greater degree of segregation and having a higher level of supporting infrastructure at stops, information systems etc.

· Four levels were proposed, these being :-

•Individual bus priority schemes and corridors
•Area wide programme of Bus Priority corridor improvements

•Corridor improvements with sections of segregated bus track

•Fully segregated bus track schemes.

· Examples of each level were described.

· Individual Bus Priority Schemes.

Examples in many towns and cities across the UK

· Area Wide Programmes of Bus Priority Corridors.

In UK the two biggest examples were the London Bus Priority Network and Greater Manchester Quality Bus Corridors (QBC) project (more later).

· Corridor Improvements with sections of segregated bus track.

Edinburgh Fastlink example. An 8km route from the west side of Edinburgh to the City Centre featuring 1.5km of guided busway, 3.5km of on-street busway and 3.0km of general street running with mixed traffic. Scheme was opened in December 2004.

· Fully segregated bus track schemes.

No operational schemes in UK at present. Cambridgeshire Guided Busway is under construction and consists of a 25km route of guided busways (mostly disused railway lines) and on-highway bus priority.

· The Greater Manchester QBC project was used as a case study to demonstrate a number of BHLS techniques, present data to show how the QBC project has performed against a set of key indicators, and highlight a number of UK policy questions or issues.

· In Greater Manchester a Quality Bus Corridor is defined as a route that has been improved so that :-

· The bus stop / passenger waiting area is of high quality,

· Buses are provided with sufficient priority to guarantee their journey times and reliability,

· Passengers can access stops safely and efficiently, and

· Cyclists are able to travel safely along the corridor.

· The key policy issues highlighted in the paper were as follows:-

· The quality of bus stops and extent to which level access boarding can be achieved,

· The relative merits of guidance systems for example, kerb guidance, optical guidance, magnetic guidance etc as part of the bus track.

· The safety and operational issues involved with sharing the bus track with cyclists.

· The extent to which vehicle design is an important factor in generating new bus passenger trips on BHLS systems. 
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Manchester : a dedicated lane
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